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CLINICAL LIGAND ASSAY SOCIETY 

CERTIFICATION BOARD 
 
Purpose: The purposes of the Clinical Ligand Assay Society Certification Board (CLASCB) are: 
 

1. To evaluate and recognize knowledge in the discipline of Radioassay and Ligand Binding Assays on a 
specialty basis through the administration of a written examination to those applicants meeting certain 
prerequisites. 

 
2. To provide identification and certification of education, and knowledge through membership in a 

Professional Organization. 
 
 
History: In 1992 the Executive Board of the Clinical Ligand Assay Society acknowledged a need as a 
professional organization to provide a method for certification in the specialties of radioassay, other ligand binding 
assays and molecular diagnostic assays. The individual specialty certification relates the certification process to a 
specific clinical laboratory application consistent with the practical needs of the clinical laboratory to identify 
knowledge in each sub-specialty of the discipline. 
 
 
Privileges:    CLAS Board Certified individuals in good standing will have the right to claim Certification which 
carries with it the conferred level of knowledge in the specialty certified. The member will also have the privilege to 
use the designated initials after his/her name. Subsequent listing as certified after the first year will require an annual 
administrative fee. 
 

Certification will permit the certified individual to use the title Clinical Ligand Assay Society Certification 
Board (CLAS) with the appropriate specialty letters after his or her name. For the Radioassay specialty the 
letters to be used are ñRAò. Therefore ñCLAS-RAò is to be used for the Certification in the specialty of 
Radioassay. For Ligand Assay specialty the letters to be used are ñLAò. Therefore ñCLAS-LAò is to be 
used for the Certification in the specialty of Ligand Assay.  For Molecular Diagnostics specialty the letters 
to be used are MDx.  Therefore, ñCLAS-MDx is to be used for Certification in the specialty of Molecular 
Diagnostics. 

 
 
Method of Certification  
 

1. By examination: Successfully obtaining a passing grade on the written examination administered by the 
Clinical Ligand Assay Certification Board. 

 
2. By examination waiver (Radioassay only) : Providing proof of a current valid U.S. state or Canadian 

license in the specialty of Radioassay or a specialty, category, or discipline permitting the process of 
radioassay upon human and or animal body specimens which acknowledges competency, education and 
experience. 
AND:  Meets the requirements as stipulated in the requirement section for examination of the specialty. 
Waiver will be allowed in lieu of examination until 1 January 1998. 
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The Radioassay Specialist Certification may be obtained by individuals meeting the following requirement: 
 

Certification through examination: 
1. Holding a bachelorôs degree or higher from an accredited college or university in a Nuclear Medicine 

Technology or Medical Technology Program approved by the Committee on Allied Health Education and 
Accreditation 
OR 

2. Having successfully completed 2 years of academic study with a minimum of 
60 semester hours or equivalent in an accredited college or university in 
a Nuclear Medicine Technology or Medical Technology Program approved by 
the Committee on Allied Health Education and Accreditation 
OR 

3. Holding a bachelorôs degree or higher degree in one of the chemical, physical or biological sciences or a 
bachelorôs degree in medical technology from an accredited college or university which includes a 
minimum of 8 semester hours in chemistry and an additional minimum 8 semester hours in the biological 
sciences AND having a minimum of one year (2000 hours) work experience in Radioassay Technology. 
OR 

4. Having successfully completed 60 semester hours or equivalent of academic study in an accredited 
college or university with at least 8 of the 60 semester hours in Chemistry and 8 of the 60 semester hours 
in the Biological sciences AND at least 1 year work experience (2000 hours) in Radioassay Technology. 

 
AND 

 
Passing the Radioassay Examination 

 
Note #1 On the job training (OJT) and education will not be accepted in lieu of formal education. 
Note #2 All of the requirements for certification must be met before certification can be awarded. 

 
 
 
The Ligand Assay Specialist Certification may be obtained by individuals meeting the following requirement: 
 

1. Holding a bachelorôs degree or higher from an accredited college or university in a Medical Technology 
Program or a Nuclear Medicine Technology Program approved by the Committee on Allied Health 
Education and Accreditation 
OR 

2. Holding a bachelorôs degree or higher in one of the chemical, physical or biological sciences from a 
accredited college or university which includes a minimum of 8 semester hours in chemistry and an 
additional minimum 8 semester hours in the biological sciences AND having a minimum of one year 
(2000 hours) technological work experience in Radioassay or Laboratory Technology 
AND 
Passing the Ligand Assay Examination 

 
 
Note: On the job training (OJT) and education will not be accepted in lieu of formal education. 

Examination waiver is not available for the speciality of Ligand Assay. 
 

 
 
 
The Molecular Diagnostics Specialist Certification may be obtained by individuals meeting the following 
requirement: 

 
1. Holding a bachelorôs degree or higher from an accredited college or university in Molecular Biology or a 

Molecular Medical Technology program approved by the Committee on Allied Health Education and 

Accreditation. 

OR 
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2. Holding a bachelorôs degree or higher from an accredited college or university in a Medical Technology 

program approved by the Committee on Allied Health Education and Accreditation and two (2) years full-

time experience in molecular biology testing. 

OR 

3. Holding a bachelorôs degree or higher from an accredited college or university in a chemical, physical or 

biological science, which includes a minimum of 16 semester hours in the biological sciences and 16 

semester hours in chemistry, and a minimum of 3 (three) years experience in molecular biology testing. 

OR 

4. Holding a Associate degree or higher from an accredited college or university in a chemical, physical, 

biological science, which includes a minimum of 5 (five) years full-time or 7 (seven) years half-time 

experience in molecular biology testing, (This qualification expires on May 31, 2008), 

 

AND 

 

Passing the Molecular Diagnostics Examination. 

 

Note: On the job training (OJT) and education will not be accepted in lieu of formal education. 

Applications with other than United States or Canadian credentials will be evaluated through an agency 

prior to the Certification Board review as described in the section of this document entitled ñForeign 

Credentialsò. 
 
 
 
Examination Frequency 
The CLASCB examination will be administered as scheduled by the Certification 
Board. 
 

Administrative Personnel 
Only personnel officially designated by CLASCB may be responsible for the setting, administration, and evaluation 
of the examination. CLASCB personnel associated with the setting, administration, or evaluation of a specific 
examination may not take that particular examination. Individuals who may be considered for designation are those 
holding Certification issued by the CLASCB in the specialty of the examination being prepared, administered, or 
evaluated. Other individuals may be considered by the CLASCB for specific administrative tasks to meet the needs 
of the Board. 
 

Certification Board  
The purpose of the Certification Board is to conduct all activities of the certification process. The Certification 
Board will be comprised of five members. One of which will be designated as Chairman. Prior to appointment, each 
member will meet the requirements as specified in the paragraph entitled ñAdministrative Personnelò of this 
document. Appointment of the Chairman of this committee will be by nomination of the CLAS President to the 
Executive Committee. Upon approval by the Executive Committee, the Chairman is considered appointed. The 
Certification Board committee members will be nominated by the Certification Board Chairman and CLAS 
President and submitted to the Executive Committee for approval. All nominees must be Board Certified in one of 
the CLAS Board Certification specialties prior to nomination. Upon approval by the Executive Committee, the 
members are considered appointed. Term length of the Chairman and members will be subject to conditions set by 
the CLAS Executive Committee. The Certification Board activities are subject to the CLAS Executive Committee 
review and actions as necessary. 
 
Applicants requesting examination must submit a completed application form with all necessary information and 
documentation which may include copies of graduation certificates, official transcripts from the educational 
institution(s), and/or diplomas as indicated on the current application form for the certification specialty being 
applied for, at least 60 calendar days prior to the examination date. The postmark date will be used. Applications 
that are postmarked after the deadline will be retained so that the applicant may sit for the next examination 
convenient for him / her unless special permission from the Certification Board to waive the 60 day period is given. 
The 60 day application deadline may be adjusted to allow for late application submittal at the discretion of the 
Certification Board. Determining the subsequent examination date for applicants submitting late applications will 
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require that the applicant communicate with the CLASCB in writing (graduation Certificates, transcripts, and/or 
Diplomas will not be returned to the applicant) 
 
The information submitted on the application will be verified by the CLASCB. The applicantôs signature on the 
application gives permission to CLASCB for any and all communication necessary for verification. Discrepancy in 
verification and information submitted on the application may cause delay in accepting the application. Unresolved 
discrepancies will prevent the applicant from being registered for the examination or issue of examination waiver 
status. Every ef fort will be made to notify the applicant of such discrepancies; however the responsibility for 
clarification rests solely with the applicant. 
 
All application forms must be signed in a clear and readable manner. Illegible signatures will nullify the application. 
Upon submission, the application form and accompanying information and documentation becomes the property of 
Clinical Ligand Assay Society Certification Board. 
 
Incomplete or illegible applications may be returned to the applicant without registration for the examination or 
examination waiver status. The application fee minus an administrative fee of $25.00 may also be returned if the 
application remains incomplete beyond a reasonable period as determined by the Certification Board. 
 
Every available effort will be made in the examination process to accommodate physically handicapped applicants. 
Notice of handicap needs for taking the examination must be made clear in the application in order to arrange 
appropriate accommodations. 
 
Dishonesty on the application will be cause for not allowing the application / examination / and or certification 
process to proceed. No portion of the application fee will be returned in these cases. The application, to include all 
submitted information will not be returned to the applicant. 
 
Certification may be withdrawn by the CLASCB after issue if evidence is given to the CLASCB that fraudulent 
information was submitted in the application. No portion of the application fee will be returned in these cases. 
 
Once the application is accepted and the applicant is registered for the examination, a notice will be sent by mail to 
the applicant confirming the date and location of the examination. This notice,  must be presented at the examination 
site to gain  admission. 
 
The application fee for certification is $225.00 U.S. dollars. This fee must accompany the completed application. 
Check or money order will be accepted. Cash will not be accepted. In the event of a cancellation or withdrawal by 
the applicant, for any reason, no refund will be made. 
 
Re - Examination 
If an applicant fails to receive a passing grade, he or she may re-apply as often as desired. A new application and a 
$50.00 fee must be made for each examination administration request. 
 
Deadline For Meeting Eligibility  
Eligibility requirements must be completed before certification can be awarded. The examination may be taken by 
applicants in anticipation of completing requirements. Certification requirements must be met within 92 calendar 
days of the examination date unless otherwise decided by the Certification Board. Documentation of such 
completion must be forwarded to the CLASCB in order for certification to be issued. 
 
Foreign Credentials 
Applicants whose training and / or experience is outside the United States or Canada must submit their 
documentation of Education and Experience to a credentials evaluation service recognized by the United States 
Secretary of Education, Department of Education, for equivalency evaluation prior to application to the CLASCB. 
CLASCB will not process applications for certification or examination by applicants who do not meet this 
requirement. All fees associated with this evaluation are the responsibility of the applicant and are in addition to the 
application fee to the CLASCB. 
 
Application Form 
Only the form supplied by the CLASCB can be used by the applicant (Duplication by copy machine is permitted and 
is acceptable). 
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Application Changes 
Any and all changes in the information submitted in the application must be made and approved by the Certification 
Board prior to the examination date. Document submittal to verify eligibility is not permitted at the examination site. 
In cases where the examination is taken prior (not more than 92 calendar days) to meeting educational and 
experience requirements, award of certification will not be made until all prerequisites are completed with 
appropriate documentation submitted to the CLASCB. 
 
Appeal 
Appeal of CLASCB decisions must be submitted in writing by the applicant within 45 calendar days of the date of 
the action being appealed (postmark will be accepted as the ñdateò) accompanied by an appeal fee check or money 
order for $50.00. The appeal must be accompanied by all of the documentation to be considered. The appeal must 
address the specific action(s) of concern. In person, verbal, or telephone communication, will not be accepted as an 
appeal and board action will not result. All appeals will be considered at the following CLASCB meeting which are 
held quarterly at the convenience of and at a location consistent with the CLAS quarterly Executive Board meeting. 
A decision by the certification board will be made within 30 days of the CLASCB appeal meeting. The CLASCB 
decision will be considered final. 
 
All expenses associated with the appeal process will be the responsibility of the applicant. The appeal fee will not be 
refunded if a reversal of decision is not made. The appeal fee will be refunded if the CLASCB decides that there is 
cause to reverse the decision / action previously made which was cited in the applicantôs appeal submission. 
 

 

Test Site Activities 

 

1. CLASCB will provide an appropriate environment for taking the examination and will insure a smooth 

administrative operation. 

2. The applicant is required to provide identification including his / her picture. Driverôs license, passport, or 
student ID may be used. The notice of examination scheduled for the applicant previously sent to the applicant 

must be presented at the examination site. 

3. Each applicant taking the examination will be checked on a master roster. The CLASCB official retains the 

right to assign seating as necessary. 

4. The examination will start on time. Those arriving late will not be admitted. The examination site will open 

one half hour prior to the examination time.  Applicants are encouraged to arrive early. 

5. The applicant will not bring any written materials such as books, notes or scratch paper to the site except the 

letter of admission. All necessary supplies including pencils, scratch paper, test booklet, and an answer sheet 

as necessary will be provided. All testing materials are and will remain the property of CLASCB. The 

application fee is not for the sale of any material. No information or test questions specific or generalized may 

be taken from the test site in physical transcription, or by vocal recording and given to others. Confidentiality 

of the examination is important to the testing process and the Certification Board. 

6. Calculators are permitted, however they may not be of a design capable of storing memoranda or data in word 

form. Applicants bringing calculators must submit the calculator to the CLASCB monitor for evaluation upon 

request. The applicant will be given an opportunity to remove the calculator from the site if the CLASCB 

official determines that it is unacceptable. Calculators that malfunction or fail will not undergo repair during 

the exam. Sharing of calculators will not be permitted during the examination. 

7. Should an applicant need to leave the room prior to completing the examination, all examination materials 

must be surrendered to the monitor. Only one applicant may leave the room at a time. The examination time 

will not be extended for time out taken from the allowed examination period. 

8. The applicant may not ask for assistance or clarification of any item in the examination. The examination is to 

be taken as presented. Each question is to be answered on its own merit without reference to another question. 

If any materials are found to be defective during the examination, the monitor will replace such defective 

materials. 
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9. If for any reason the applicant is unable to finish the examination, the examination will be surrendered to the 

monitor. Scoring of the incomplete examination will be performed in the same manner as if completed. 

Unanswered items will be marked incorrect. 

10. Upon completion of the examination, the applicant will raise his/her hand to gain the attention of the monitor. 

The examination may then be given to the monitor as complete and the applicant will be dismissed. 

Readmission to the site during the examination process will not be permitted. Once the examination has been 

turned in by the applicant, further access to the examination is not permitted. 

11. Behavior at the test site must be courteous and professional. Misbehavior or dishonesty in the examination 

process will not be tolerated. Any behavior which is interpreted by the CLASCB official proctor or monitor as 

an attempt at, or de facto or dishonesty will be reason for notation to be made by the proctor of the observed 

conditions which indicate unacceptable behavior. The applicant will be allowed to complete the examination 

unless the applicantôs presence is a disruption to other participants. A decision by the Board based on 

information provided by the proctor will determine if the examination will be accepted for grading. Applicants 

submitting examinations which are not graded will not be issued certification. If the examination is not 

accepted for grading, readmission for examination at a later date will not be permitted without an applicant 

petition to and special consideration of the petition by the CLASCB. The decision of the CLASCB on all 

Certification Board activities will be final. 

12. All scores and data accumulated from score and item data analysis are and will remain the property of the 

CLASCB. Reproduction, printing, and publication of these data is the sole right and privilege of the CLASCB 

at its discretion. 

13. Examination results are indicated as either ñPassò or ñFailò. Numerical grades are not released. 

14. Visitors that are not approved applicants are not permitted at the test site. 

 
Note: The monitoring CLASCB officialôs decision will be the final word in all on site matters. 
 
 
 
Test Results 
Conditions in paragraph ñDeadline For Meeting Eligibilityò will be followed. The test will be graded within 6 weeks 
of the examination date. Results will be mailed to the applicant at the address indicated on the application. One 
additional mailing of the examination results will be made as indicated on the application at no charge to the 
applicant. An administrative fee to cover the costs of any other additional mailings will be charged to the applicant. 
Phone requests for results will not be honored. 
 
 
Note: Amendments to this document in the form of addition, deletion, or change may take place at the direction of 
the CLAS Certification Board without notice. The current form of this operational guide will be the only document 
guide considered active and operational. Preceding guide editions are not to be used in current operation. Refer to 
page one for date of revision. 


