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INFORMATION FOR AUTHORS 
 
The Journal conforms to the ñUniform requirements for manuscripts submitted to biomedical journalsò (N Engl J Med 1991;324:424ï428). 

 

The Journal of Clinical Ligand Assay is published quarterly, in the Spring, Summer, Fall, and Winter by the Clinical Ligand Assay Society 

(CLAS). 

 
In addition to review articles pertinent to a selected theme, the Journal of Clinical Ligand Assay publishes contributed articles relevant to the field 

of ligand assay technology and the application of such technologies to clinical and biological science. These may include reports of original studies 

on basic, clinical, or analytical aspects of ligand binding assays either as full manuscripts or as a Brief Communication of no more than 6 pages. The 

Journal of Clinical Ligand Assay encourages the submission of kit or method evaluations related to ligand assays. The opinions expressed in 

published articles are those of the authors and do not constitute an endorsement by the CLAS or its officers. The Publications Committee of CLAS 

has adopted the following policies and editorial style guidelines for use in the Journal of Clinical Ligand Assay. 
 
PRIOR PUBLICATION. The Journal will not consider for publication a paper that has been published previously or submitted or accepted for 

publication elsewhere. Papers which follow a preliminary report or abstract, however, will be considered. A statement describing the preliminary 

publication should be included in the transmittal letter. 

 
TRANSFER OF COPYRIGHT. It is understood that the Journal will maintain the copyright of all published manuscripts. A Transfer of 

Copyright form must be signed and submitted before final acceptance. 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION. Each manuscript should include: title page, abstract, text, references, legends, acknowledgments, figures, and 

tables. All sections of the paper must be typed double-spaced. Submit an original and two copies of the manuscript with two sets of unmounted 

illustrations along with a transmittal letter to the Editor. 

 

Disk submission: The final revision of each manuscript should be submitted in computer disk format using MSWord or WordPerfect, along with 

two printed copies. The following style guidelines apply: 
1. References should be cited in parentheses in the text in order of appearance. 

2. Handwritten changes are not acceptable. 

3. Papers must be written in clear and concise English. 
4. Generic names should be used. When necessary, include references to manufacturers in parentheses, citing the name and location. 

 
MANUSCRIPT PREPARATION 
Full length manuscripts: When appropriate, include sections for: Abstract, Introduction, Methods, Results, and Discussion. Details are provided 

below. 

 
Title Page: The title should be short and concise, with maximum information content. The title should be followed by author names, including 

degrees and first names, but excluding titles or places of employment. Include a sentence ñFrom the [Department, Institution, City]ò. This must be 
followed by a separate sentence beginning with ñCorrespondence and reprint requests to: [Name, full address].ò 

 
Abstract: In less than 150 words define the objective, experimental design, and conclusion. Identify 5ï10 keywords to assist in indexing your 

paper, and list these on a separate line beginning with ñKeywords:ò on the abstract page. 

 
References: The text refers to references by enclosing the italicized reference number in parentheses, e.g., (1). References must be typed double 

spaced and numbered consecutively in the order of appearance in the manuscript. The Journal of Clinical Ligand Assay follows the ñAMAò style 
for references. Journal names should be in italic type and abbreviated according to the List of Journals Indexed in Index Medicus. ñUnpublished 

observationsò and ñpersonal communicationsò should not be used. Examples of reference styles are as follows: 
 

Journal article: 

Zeiss CR, Pruzansky JJ, Patterson R: A solid phase radioimmunoassay for the quantitation of human reaginic antibody against ragweed antigen E. 
J Immunol 1973;110:414ï417. 

Book: 

Berne E: Principles of Group Treatment. New York, Oxford University Press, 1966, pp 26ï28. 

Chapter in a book: 
Hartley JT, Harker JO, Walsh DA: Contemporary issues and new directions in adult development of learning and memory, in Poon LW (ed): Aging 
in the 1980ôs: Psychological issues. Washington, DC, American Psychological Association, 1980, pp 239ï252. 

 
Tables: Tables should be self-explanatory and should supplement, not duplicate, the text. Each table must be referred to in numerical order in the 

text. Each table must be typed on a separate sheet of paper and numbered with Arabic numerals. Titles should be as brief as possible. Use footnotes 

to explain abbreviations in the table. 

 
Figures: Submit two copies of each figure, clearly noting in pencil on the back the figure number and an arrow to indicate the top of the figure. All 

artwork must be of publishable, camera-ready quality. Glossy prints (5ǌ × 7ǌ) or computer graphics in clear, black and white print are acceptable. 

(Gray tones may not reproduce well. Crosshatching or solid black should be used instead). If the manuscript includes illustrations that have been 

published previously, permission to reproduce them must be obtained from the copyright holder and the original author. Cite the original publication 
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in the references and in the figure legend: (from Ref. X. Reprinted by permission.), or use any wording required by the copyright holder. 

 
Units and Abbreviations: Nomenclature, units, and abbreviations should conform to IUPAC recommendations and the International System (SI) 

(see Ann Clin Biochem 1974;11:194ï202). Chemical formulae should follow recommendations of the American Chemical Society. 

 
Acknowledgments: List financial support, gifts, technical assistance and advice, especially if rendered by a company in a product evaluation. 

Authors are responsible for obtaining written permission for acknowledgments. 

 
Copyright Permissions: Submit written permission from the author and copyright holder for any illustrations or tables taken or adapted from 

previous publications. 

 

Brief communications: This section allows the publication of experimental results that have limited data and scientific commentary that do not 

require lengthy discussion. Technical notes, method modifications, problems and solutions, and method evaluations are appropriate topics. In 

general, the stylistic requirements for full manuscripts apply. However, the following specific requirements apply to Brief Communications: Papers 
should be no more than six (double-spaced) typed pages with no more than two tables and figures. References should be included. If the subject 

warrants, deviation from standard scientific format (i.e., Introduction, Methods, Results, etc.) is acceptable. 

 

Manuscripts should be addressed to: 

Frederick L. Kiechle, MD, PhD 

Ǎ CLAS 

3139 S. Wayne Road 
Wayne, MI 48184 

Phone: (734) 722-6290; Fax: (734) 722-7006 

E-mail: clas@clas.org 


