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Greetings Fellow Members

Let me begin by acknowledging our Past-President, Dr. Neal Siegel and his Executive Board for

their leadership and guidance during the past year. It is with sincere pleasure that | serve as your
President. CLAS has been through some challenging tir
dedication and efforts CLAS, in the words of our Executive Director; Dr. Daisy McCann- CLAS is

on aroll!

This new momentum is the result of meeting our objectives of providing you, our membership,
with our quarterly Journal of Clinical Ligand Assay, a revitalized Newsletter and the offering of an
outstanding 2007 International Meeting in Puerto Rico.

I would like to extend thanks to Dr. Frederick Kiechle for his efforts and persistence in bringing
the Journal of Clinical Ligand Assay back to a quarterly publication. Thanks and much
appreciation is also extended to Olive Wolfe for assuming the role as the new Editor of our
Newsletter.

In keeping with our mission of promoting high standards in the science and application of ligand
assay technology, our annual 2007 International Meeting, will provide you with the ability to
attend high-level scientific sessions in an environment conducive to social and networking
opportunities. This outstanding meeting being held at the world class El Conquistador Hotel from
May 16- 19, would not be possible without our chairs for the meeting: Eleftherios Diamandis MD,
Ph.D., Herbert Fritsche Ph.D., and Estela Estape, Ph.D, and for Local arrangements, Vijay
Tavkar. | would like to express my sincere appreciation and gratitude to these individuals and
their committee chairs for all of their efforts in making this a truly exceptional meeting. | invite you
to attend this meeting and | am looking forward to personally welcoming you in Puerto Rico!

Our Executive Board has a number of new faces including: Bernard Cook, Nate Lawrence, Kaiser
Aziz, Donna Roth, Jeanne Ciccone, Marjorie Bon Homme, and Martin Fleisher. Thank you to all
of you for your willingness to serve on this volunteer board. | am also looking forward to
continuing the CLAS mission and goals with the following individuals on the board: William
Gilbert, Kenneth Simkowski, Jesse Gourdet, Olive Wolfe, Vijay Tavkar, and Richard Dauphinais,
who have been dedicated to making a difference for CLAS and have an abundant amount of
Executive Board experience and expertise to share with our newcomers. Together, | know this
board can make a difference!

Most importantly, | am looking forward to serving you, our membership. Your membership in
CLAS provides many benefits that are yours to enjoy during the year. As a member you are
entitled to registration discounts at all conferences, workshops, and social events, and a
subscription to the Journal of Clinical Ligand Assay and newsletter. A less tangible benefit is the
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opportunity to meet people with interests and pursuits like your own. Your membership helps to
support our outstanding programs, and your participation helps make CLAS more responsive to
the people it serves. Please act as a CLAS Ambassador and invite a colleague to become a
member so they too can begin to enjoy the benefits of membership!

Our future is bright and I look forward to hearing from you and serving as your President.

Denise Uttwieler -Geiger

FAREWELL from the PAST PRESIDENT

Thank you, CLAS for a wonderful 2005-2006 Presidential term. This year saw
wonderful progress toward improving our society by involving new members,
energizing existing members and planning to solidify our future as a vibrant and
important Society on the landscape of Medical Science. We still have work left to *
continue strengthening ourselves, but | know that the CLAS members have the resolve and
desire to make this the best Scientific Society there is.

Highlights for me during my term are the excellent work of our Editor-in-Chief, Dr. Fritz Kiechle
and his staff, as well as the excellent support of Alice Chase who has supported the foreign
publication of the Journal of Clinical Ligand Assay. Of course, the annual meeting in beautiful
Louisville, Kentucky was the best ever. Olive Wolfe outdid herself with the wonderful program
and events, and thank you to the Valdes family for their support of the local arrangements and
assistance they provided. Of course, thanks to all the members who participated as speakers or
attendees, success would not be possible without your attendance and support.

As you all know, none of this would be possible without the hard work, dedication and
selflessness of the National Office staff, Diane Shaw, Renee Lawton and Dr. Daisy McCann.
Thank you from the bottom of my heart for all that you do! As we move into 2007 and beyond we
find CLAS again in the very capable hands of a committed and professional Board of Directors
under the leadership of Dr. Denise Geiger. | believe that better and finer things will be coming to
CLAS in the coming year, and we are all integral parts of that success.

Our 2007 meeting in Puerto Rico portends to be a wonderful and successful one co-chaired by

two eminent Society members, Clinicians and scientists: Dr. Eleftherios Diamandis and Dr. Herb
Fritsche.

Mar k your calendars, tell all of your coll eagues and
successful meeting CLAS has ever had.

Thank you all for your assistance, support and dedication to your Clinical Ligand Assay Society.

Neal Siegel
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C L A S fnterBaBional Meeting Beckons YOU!

The AEnchante®uksktan®i co, if you have just one ounce
Rico qualifies. Intense physical palpable colors, a rain forest, history, beautiful beaches, a

sophisticated capital, snorkeling, deep sea fishing, sunny days, starry nights, Latin music, colorful

dancer s é T hleactdr, MOK/Gdnquestador qualifies!

When you arrive, instead of going to registration, go straight ahead, for what for lack of a better
word | keep calling the Porte Cochere, and cross it to the far balustrade: and as you gaze out
over the meeting of the Atlantic Ocean and the Caribbean Sea, you too will murmur Wow!, even if
that is not one of the regular words in your vocabulary. And if you allow that atmosphere to soak
into your bones, as a lot of trivia drains out of your system you will be ready to participate
intelligently and critically in the very current Clinical Laboratory Science CLAS has assembled for

you. Go to www.clas.org and click on Final Program.

The hotel meeting rooms are well appointed and for our sessions, close
together (that is of some importance, because it is a big hotel, but the
plus is that things are divided into wings and sort of small communities).
And before the sessions, if you are a truly early riser, there are 7
swimming pools for a quick morning dip, and of course there are
numerous tennis courts available, and a spa, (stone massages appear
to be the current rage) as well as the usual complement of exercise
equipment. (Probably if you brought a non-scientific partner with you,
they will have more time to indulge in these offerings than you will).

El Conque stador!
WOW! Come enjoy

the beauty, the Blue
Atlantic  surrounds youl!

GOLF ING with the PRESIDENTS!!!

If you are a golfer, the hotel owns a spectacular Arthur Hill-
designed golf course. Charles Hawker is organizing a
scramble tournament for Tuesday afternoon, May 15, 2007.
Do get in touch with him, the sooner the better, if you would
enjoy the camaraderie of the tournament
(hawkercd@aruplab.com) . Rel ax, Tiger '

playing.

What makes the Annual CLAS meeting unique? Basically the fact that it is a small meeting of

academics, Industry R & D scientists and clinical laboratorians, permits net-working which just

cannot happenwhenyouaredeal i ng with a cast of thousandso. CLAS
venues for young and older scientists to meet and talk in a not only non- threatening but actually

a welcoming atmosphere, where scientific ideas can be discussed fairly freely.

Come join us at this 33" International meeting. We promise excellent science, presented by

outstanding speakers in a spectacular setting. If you can only afford one meeting this year, come

to Puerto Rico, May 16-19, 2007, and if your vacation money is limited, take advantage and add

two or three days beforeandaf t er t he scientific sessions to enjoy t

Daisy McCann
CLAS Executive Director


http://www.clas.org/
http://www.clas.org/2007_Meeting/slides/Overview of La Vista and Pool.html
http://www.clas.org/2007_Meeting/slides/Main Pool Brochure El Con Signature Shot.html
mailto:hawkercd@aruplab.com
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THE NEW NEWSLETTER

We have revamped the CLAS newsletter and with your help, we will provide regular publications
and communication with you our members.

We must first express our sincere thanks and appreciation to MaryJane Coffing , our past
Newsletter Editor who devoted much of her time and energy in providing you our members with
updates on Chapter activities, Board meeting and other National Office reports, and general
information on the Society as a whole.

This edition is the premier of the revamped newsletter. Future issues will include a Government

report, updates on Industry news, the latest reportsonnewt echnol ogy, our regular fnA
Expertso column, reports from our representative to f
other activites.] i nvite you to submit items of interest, ques

topics of interest from your laboratory, and any other information you would like to share with
members.

The CLAS newsletter is the main method of communicat:i
work together to make it interesting and ensure that it is published timely. | am honored to act as

the Editor but this is OUR Newsletter and not mine. For expediency, | have taken the liberty of

writing some of the copy myself but in the future, | need YOUR input. | look forward to hearing

from you.

OliveJoy Wolfe
Newsletter Editor
clinconl@optonline.net
973-423-4855

CHAPTER NEWS
NEW ENGLAND CHAPTER

We are pleased to announce our upcoming meeting: Laboratory Royale ---0 076 t o be hel d Apr
10-11, 2007 at the Boxborough Holiday Inn, Boxborough MA (Interstate 495, Exit 28).

Transportation can be arranged from Logan International Airport. Come experience springtime in

New England!

We offer discounted registration and hotel rates, free exhibit hall passes, free wine and cheese
reception, CEUs, industry sponsored workshops, and very affordable exhibition fees! Our booth
prices are reasonably priced and attendance should exceed previousyears. i SOLD OUTO exhi bit
floor with 70 exhibits and 50 major diagnostic companies! Over 30 professional laboratory
speakers (more on this below). The event is sponsored by the New England Chapter of CLAS,
Northeast Section of AACC, and the Baystate and Vermont/New Hampshire Chapters of CLMA.
Four educational tracks are held each day with a total of 30 sessions planned. Track topics
include: Changes in Testing, Management, Laboratory Outreach, Emerging Technologies and
one special track each day. Unannounced CAP Inspection and Immunoassay User Forum are the
special incentive professional educational events we offer. Members of the press may attend this
year!

Visit our dedicated web site at www.nerce.org for more information! To promote our event to the
widest possible audience, we have agreements in place with three major nationwide trade
publications which will provide print advertisements and other special on-line publicity
announcements. We are also extremely thankful to AACC and CLMA in providing broadcast fax
and email announcements to their Northeast memberships. The Journal of Clinical Ligand Assay
will be providing announcements of both our meeting and updated web site
(www.clasnewengland.org)



http://www.clasnewengland.org/
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In closing, | wish to thank the New England members of CLAS, AACC and CLMA for having me
serve astheirCo-Chair for flLaboratory Royale 0070.

Respectfully Submitted,

SFC Eric C. Sigillo MS,BA
NE Chapter President

CELEBRATIOR0D YEARS OF SERVICE TO CLAS!

Who can believe that 20 years have gone by so fast!

She was a naive, eager-to-learn young, whipper snapper
when she joined the CLAS National Office team under the
direction of Dr. Daisy McCann.

Today, she is your person-to-go-to, Exhibitor liaison,
Convention and Meeting planner. She took the initiative to
become certified as a Convention and Meeting Planner so
she could better communicate with the various hotel staff to
make the logistics of the Annual Meeting more efficient. Every
member knows Diane--the smiling face, the ever-cheerful
AMay | help you?bo

Her devotion to the operation of the Society has been exemplary-- CLAS has become apart of her
life and we are all beneficiaries of her hard work and eagerness to please.

She has brought some interesting ideas for members to enjoy at the annual meeting even to her
suggestions to the caterers (remember the garlic mashed potatoes served in an ice cream dish?).
If you have not yet met her, be sure to stop her when you see her in Puerto Rico and introduce
yourself. She loves meeting new members and attendees and of course our Supporters and
Exhibitors.

So -- we say: Congratulations on your 20 years with us and a HUGE THANK YOU  Diane!!!
See you in Puerto Rico!

Olive Wolfe

PS: At the time of writing, Diane underwent surgery but is recovering nicely. She asked me to
thank you, the CLAS members for the lovely flowers she received and to assure you that she
WILL be in Puerto Rico.

Miscellaneous news

Both the Bayer Corporation and Pfizer Pharmaceutical are laying off thousands of employees
worldwide. The layoffs directly affect many of our colleagues in Tarrytown, NY and Michigan. If
you are in a position to consider additional employees in your corporation, do consider these
scientists who may be available.



